St Stephen Parish Council

St Stephen Parish Council now owns a 16-acre
area of woodland in Bricket Wood known as
Blackgreen Wood. The purchase has been funded
by the parish council together with the aid of a
grant from Lafarge Aggregates through the Landfill
Tax Credits Scheme. The parish council had felt
that the area might be sold and a new owner might
close it or restrict public access.

Work on the new multi-purpose play area at
Woodbury Field, Bricket Wood, is now complete
providing a much bigger play area for local children.
The project, costing about £35,000, has been
funded by the parish council with the help of a
£10,000 grant from Lafarge.

Parish clerk: Juliet Pienaar, 01923 681443

The measurements, kno
Indicators, assess effectiveness in 51 areas ranging
from the percentage of municipal waste recycled
to the time taken to process new benefit claims.

The improvement, which has continued into the
current year, reflects the council's commitment to
constantly upgrading its service to residents.

In January last year the Audit Commission carried
out a Comprehensive Performance Assessment
of the council, and rated it as "fair" just one point
short of good.

To address the issues identified as in need of
attention, the council put together an improvement
plan, Striving for Excellence, the results of which
are now starting to be seen. The council aims to
achieve at least a good rating when next assessed.
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Blackgreen Wood has been bought for the
community: Back row, from left, John Bell,
parish councillor; Andy Hardstaff,
Countryside Management Service; Brian

Butterfield, Lafarge Aggregates; lan Getley,
parish councillor. Front, from left, Juliet
Pienaar, parish clerk; Wendy Berriman,
chairman parish council




