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STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

St Albans City and District Council's responsibilities 

St Albans City and District Council is required: 

*	 to make arrangements for the proper administration of its financial affairs and to secure that one of its 
officers has the responsibility for administration of those affairs. In this Authority that officer is the Head 
of Finance; 

*	 to manage its affairs to secure economic, efficient and effective use of resources and to safeguard its 
assets; 

* to approve the statement of accounts. 

The Head of Finance's responsibilities 

The Head of Finance is responsible for the preparation of the authority's statement of accounts in accordance 
with proper practices as set out in the CIPFA/LASAAC Code of Practice on Local Authority Accounting in 
Great Britain ('the Code of Practice'). 

In preparing this statement of accounts, the Head of Finance has:


* selected suitable accounting policies and then applied them consistently;


* made judgements and estimates that were reasonable and prudent;


* complied with the Code of Practice.


The Head of Finance has also:


* kept proper accounting records which were up to date;


* taken reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.


The Head of Finance should sign and date the statement of accounts, stating that it presents fairly the 
financial position of the authority at the accounting date and its income and expenditure for the year ended 
31 March 2001. This can be found on page 6. 
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AUDITORS' REPORT TO ST ALBANS DISTRICT COUNCIL

We have audited of the statement of accounts on pages lO to 38 which have been prepared in accordance with
the accounting policies applicable to local authorities as set out on pages 7 to 9.

Respective responsibilities of the chief finance officer and auditors

As described in the Statement of Responsibilities, the chief [fiance officer is responsible for the preparation of
the statement of accounts. Our responsibilities as independent auditors are established by statute, the Code of
Audit Practice issued by the Audit Commission and our professions ethical guidance. We report to you our
opinion as to whether the statement of accounts presents fairly the financial position and results of operations of
the Council.

Basis of opinion

We carried out our audit in accordance with the Audit Connnission Act 1998 and the Code of Audit Practice
issued by the Audit Connnission, which requires compliance with relevant United Kingdom auditing standards.

Our audit included examination, on a test basis, of evidence relevant to the amounts and disclosures in the
statement of accounts. It also included an assessment of the significant estimates and judgements made by the
authority in the preparation of the statement of accounts and of whether the accounting policies are appropriate
to the authority's circumstances, consistently applied and adequately disclosed.

We planned and performed our audit so as to obtain all the information and explanations which we considered
necessary in order to provide us with sufficient evidence to give reasonable assurance that the statement of
accounts is free from material misstatement, whether caused by fraud or other irregularity or error. In forming
our opinion we also evaluated the overall adequacy of the presentation of information in the statement of
accounts.

Opinion

In our opinion the statement of accounts presents fairly the fInancial position of St Albans District Council at31 
March 2001 and its income and expenditure for the year then ended.
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We certify that we have completed the audit of accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Audit
Commission Act 1998 and the Code of Audit Practice issued by the Audit Commission.












