
This year the St Albans Carnival has a new 
date, of Sunday 26 June, a new route and

a new venue for family fun and entertainment. 
The theme is Carnival Celebration - Sport and 
Healthy Living.

The procession will begin as in previous years 
at Bernards Heath at 1pm, but will then follow a 
new route encompassing St Peter’s Street, 
London Road, Lattimore Road, Victoria Street 
and Stanhope Road, finally ending at Clarence 
Park (not at Westminster Lodge as before).

The pubs along the route have been invited to 
join in with various activities and everyone is 
encouraged to come along on the day and 
follow the procession of floats along the route to 
the finish point.

At Clarence Park there will be a village fair 
featuring stalls and activities. There are plans for
different areas of interest, such as a Sporting 
Arena, Kids Zone and a Teenage Mad Zone.

If you wish to book a stall or enter a float, ring
01727 819275 or e-mail events@stalbans.gov.uk,
or visit the website www.stalbanscarnival.org.uk 
for more details.
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Towards a premier   
St Albans City & District

St Albans is about to commemorate the 
550th anniversary of the first Battle of

St Albans, which took place in 1455 during the
Wars of the Roses. 

A re-enactment of the battle will be staged in 
St Peter’s Street in the city centre on Sunday 22 
May. It will involve a mock battle between the 
Yorkists and Lancastrians by a specialist group 
called Livery and Maintenance. 

It will be an excellent day out for the whole family
including competitions for children and guided 
tours, which can be booked at the Tourist and 
Information Centre on the day. 

The previous day (Saturday 21 May) the Battlefie
lds Trust is holding a free study day at the Jubile
e Centre, for anyone who wants to learn more ab
out this period of history.

Programme

10.30am Medieval market and start of
activities for children 
(making banners and favours)

12 noon The armies parade from Victoria 
playing fields into the city centre

12.30pm Battle re-enactment

1.15pm  Demonstration of the aftermath 
of battle

11am  Guided walks by Blue Badge 
& 3pm guides

Do come along and enjoy a day’s entertainment,
and see what took place 550 years ago. 

For further information about the day’s activities,
please call the Tourist and Information Centre on
01727 864511.

550th anniversary of the
first Battle of St Albans 

A carnival of celebration

This year’s carnival promises to be even 
better than last year’s

Cinema moves a
step closer
The cinema scheme long planned for the 
centre of St Albans moved a step closer when
the council’s Cabinet decided to enter into a 
contract for the development.

The cinema scheme will provide, subject to 
planning permission, a five-screen cinema and
restaurants, with flats above, together with 
underground parking. The development will be
on the site of the existing civic centre car park
behind the Alban Arena.

The contract can now to be finalised between
St Albans City & District Council and the 
developer Henry Davidson for the proposed 
cinema scheme. 

Ancient battles are revived in St Albans
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Historic St Albans District becoming...

ST ALBANS CITY & DISTRICT COUNCIL

Residents will find it easier to get information and advice on council services through the 
council’s new Customer Service Centre in St Albans. Full story on back page   

Working for a premier
People in St Albans city and district know what a good place it is; attractive and 
prosperous, with a well-educated population, good housing, a strong community, excellent 

travel links and a rich heritage.

As a council though, we know that our district could be even better. Residents told us so in the
recent MORI survey and the government’s inspectors confirmed this last year in their
Comprehensive Performance Assessment.

Our vision is for St Albans District to become Hertfordshire’s premier community. 

Premier not just for the quality of life, care of our buildings and the excellent services we provide
but for valuing the people who live and work here, who make our city and district a dynamic,
inclusive and caring community, and more than a collection of historic bricks and mortar.

Our vision links our district’s past, present and future; it values our past history, aspires to
improvement in the present and aims for excellence in the future.

On these pages we provide a snapshot of some of the work we will undertake in the next year to
achieve this vision.

For more details, see the council’s Corporate Plan on its website (www.stalbans.gov.uk). 
If you would like the plan in print or a format such as Braille or audio cassette, please 
telephone 01727 819317.

Our vision, as the council’s
administration, is to cherish
our heritage and environment,
while continually improving
our civic services, facilities
and quality of life, to become
Hertfordshire’s undisputed
premier community.

Together with council Cabinet
colleagues and staff, I intend
to start turning this vision
into a reality over the next
year and beyond.

Cllr Robert Donald, 
Chair of Cabinet

Aim 1: To build a community that 
is open, fair and inclusive
We will build a community that is open, fair and 
inclusive, where people support each other and 
participate in the democratic processes that 
affect their lives.

How will we do it? 
• Our buildings will increasingly be made 

accessible to everyone.

• We will work in partnership with DisabledGo, 
an information service for disabled people, 
to survey hundreds of shops in the district to 
identify how disabled people can gain access.

• A community newsletter will continue to be 
produced to communicate to residents the 
work that the council is doing.

• Young people will be encouraged to have their 
say on issues through the Youth Council.

• We will look at ways of giving residents a 
greater say in decision making. We aim to 
pilot a possible model for this in 2006.

WE COLLECT REFUSE 

FROM 55,500 PROPERTIES

EVERY WEEK ✍

WE CARRIED OUT

25,000 HOUSING REPAIRS

LAST YEAR ✍

MORE THAN 94,000

PEOPLE VISITED OUR

MUSEUMS LAST YEAR✍

In the past year 
St Albans City & District
Council has:

• Completed and opened the hypocaust
building to protect the stunning 
Roman mosaic uncovered in 
Verulamium Park.

• Started the excavation of a late iron 
age/early Roman site of national 
significance at Turnershall Farm.

• Received a huge vote of confidence 
from council tenants. 96 per cent of 
those who voted opted to keep the 
ownership and management of their 
homes with the council - the highest 
in the country.

• Entered into a parking contract with 
NCP which has greatly reduced 
congestion caused by irresponsible 
parking.

• Created a Customer Service Centre 
at the council offices in St Albans.

• Provided funding and developed 
policies to tackle anti-social 
behaviour.

• Enabled the provision of 200 new 
affordable homes.

• Recycled 22 per cent of your waste.
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WE COLLECT 183 TONNES

OF KERBSIDE WASTE FOR

RECYCLING EACH WEEK✍

OUR SWIMMING POOLS 

AND LEISURE CENTRES HAVE 

870,000 VISITS A YEAR ✍

ST ALBANS CITY & DISTRICT COUNCIL

Home Office Minister Paul Goggins meets 
Neil Kieran and PC Graham Hiscock who 
worked together on the closure order

St Albans City & District

Children from Wheatfields and, right,
how the playground will look

Alison Coles, public services manager 
for the Museums, second from left, with 
staff of the Old Town Hall and the 
Tourist and Information Centre

Protesters outside the High Court in London

Aim 3: To cherish and promote our 
heritage, arts and culture
We will conserve our heritage and enhance 
opportunities to experience culture and the arts.

How will we do it?
• We will provide a diverse programme of 

events and exhibitions at venues such as the 
Alban Arena, the Maltings Arts Theatre, 
Harpenden Public Halls and the museums.

• The development of our museums will be 
continued with new displays in the Clock 
Tower in St Albans city centre.

• Extra cleaning will be carried out round 
Verulamium lake. We will also pursue an 
application to the Heritage Lottery Fund for 
financial support to improve Verulamium Park, 
the River Ver and the lakes.

Aim 4: To safeguard our environment
We will protect and nurture the natural 
environment by safeguarding the greenbelt from
inappropriate development and promoting 
sustainability and the recycling and reduction of
waste.

How will we do it?
• We will continue to campaign to reduce the 

number of new houses to be built in the region.
In the district we aim to see no more than 
7,000 built by 2021.

• Lobbying against over-development at Luton 
airport will continue.

• Opportunities for recycling will be increased 
by introducing weekly kerbside collections and 
providing wheeled bins at 12,000 properties.

We allocated £10,000 to support Hertfordshire
County Council in its High Court challenge to 
the government over the proposed expansion 
of Luton airport. Herts County Council and 
residents’ groups including Ladacan obtained
a ruling that there had to be further 
consultation over the proposals.

However campaigner John Davis, from 
Harpenden, said: “This is not the end of the 
fight as the airport will undoubtedly push for 
a longer runway to take bigger planes.”

Aim 2: To work in partnership 
for the health and well being 
of the community
We will work in partnership with others to bring 
improvements in health, education, community 
safety, transport and continuing prosperity. 

How will we do it? 
• Our Community Safety Strategy shows how we 

will work with the police, health service, fire
service and county council to reduce crime by
18.5 per cent over the next three years, and
tackle anti-social behaviour and alcohol-
related disorder, and combat drug misuse.

• Vandalism will be tackled by the installation 
of CCTV in Harpenden, London Colney, 
Whitecroft shops and Batchwood nightclub 
in St Albans.

• An innovative splash park will be built in 
Verulamium Park.

• £105,000 is being provided to fund road and 
pavement repairs over and above those 
planned by Hertfordshire County Council, 
which is responsible for such work.

A new play area will open this summer at 
Sandringham Crescent in St Albans. It was 
chosen from three designs by people living in
the area, including children at the near by 
Wheatfields infants and junior schools.

Aim 5: To ensure the district 
is a desirable place in which 
to live and work
We will promote sustainable housing and 
infrastructure with a cleaner, greener living 
environment and recreational facilities for the 
whole community to enjoy.

How will we do it?
• Planning continues for the replacement, by 

2009, of Westminster Lodge Leisure Centre, 
and for other facilities in the south of the district.

• An initiative to improve street cleaning and 
tidiness of public spaces will be launched in 
June, and a litter reporting hotline will 
be created.

• We are continuing to increase provision of 
affordable homes.

Management of the Old Town Hall in 
St Albans, and the Tourist and Information 
Centre, was transferred to the council’s 
museum service from its leisure contractors 
on April 1. The aim is to make this prestigious 
Georgian building a cultural hub for residents 
and tourists. The building will gradually be 
renovated and transformed with exhibitions, 
displays, a coffee shop and information about 
all the district’s attractions. 

We were the first council in Hertfordshire, 
working in partnership with the police, to issue
a closure order to deal with anti-social 
behaviour at a flat at Aldwick Court, St Albans.
The order means that for three months no one 
can enter the property without police 
permission.

Neil Kieran, anti-social behaviour co-ordinator 
for St Albans City & District Council, says: 
“The important thing about this closure order
was that we relied on hearsay evidence. If any 
resident is experiencing problems, let us know.

“They can remain anonymous and we will 
address anti-social behaviour with all the 
legislation and tools at our disposal.”

...Hertfordshire’s premier community
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Historic St Albans District becoming Hertfordshire’s premier community
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Until Sat 30 April
Mayling To Mayling Exhibition
11am-5pm, 
Wed to Sat, Margaret Harvey gallery, 
Hatfield Rd, St Albans, 01707 285376

Fri 29 April-Mon 2 May
Beer Festival
Lower Red Lion, Fishpool Street, St Albans
www.LowerRedLion.com

Until Thurs 11 Sep
St Albans in the 1950s 
Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm, Sun 2pm-5pm 
Museum of St Albans, Hatfield Rd, 
01727 819340 

Sun 1 May-Tues 31 May
Museums & Galleries month 
Verulamium Museum & Museum of St Albans
Museums 01727 751810 or 819340

Fri 6 May
The Mayor’s Charity May Ball 
in aid of Keech Cottage Children’s Hospice. 
7pm Sopwell House Hotel. 
Alison Orde 01727 819544

Sat 7 May
1950s Tile Painting 
2-4pm Museum of St Albans 01727 819340

Sun 8 May
Farmers’ Market 
9am-3pm St Peter’s Street, St Albans, 
Chris Tofts 01727 819452

Sat 14 May-Sun 15 May 
Legion XIIII on guard 
Sat 11am-4.30pm, Sun 2-5.30pm 
Verulamium Museum 01727 751810

Sun 15 May 
Rotary - Charity Cycle Ride 
Malcolm Lockhart - 01727 762101

Thurs 19 May-Sat 21 May 8pm
‘Taking Steps’ by Alan Ayckborn
Wheathampstead Dramatic Society
The Memorial Hall, Marford Road, 
Wheathampstead. Tickets from Busby The 
Chemist (in the High Street)

Sat 21 May
A Journey Through Time
Guided walk in St Albans 2-4pm. 
Museum of St Albans, 01727 81934

Sat 21 May-Sun 22 May
‘2000 Group’ Art Exhibition 
10am-4pm Park Hall, Leyton Road, Harpenden
Dereck Tynan 01438 832753

Sun 22 May
Re-enactment of the 
First Battle of St Albans 
10.30am-2pm St Peter’s Street, St Albans, 
Tourist and Information Centre, 01727 864511

Sun 22 May
Harpenden Round Table 
Carnival
From 12 Noon High Street / Rothamsted Park,
Harpenden, Harpenden Town Council 01582 
768278

Fri 27 May-Mon 30 May
May Fun Fair
Harpenden Common (Adjacent to A1081) 
Harpenden Town Council 01582 768278

Sat 28 May-Sun 29 May
Herts County Show 
Herts Showground, Redbourn

May and June
Free Taster and Bite Size 
courses for adult learning  
Information will be available shortly on the 
council’s website www.stalbans.gov.uk, in local
newspapers and in shops. St Albans & 
District Learning Forum co-ordinator, 
Terri Bates terri.bates@oaklands.ac.uk 

Suitable for children

A £2.5 million project is underway to upgrade
the multistorey car parks at Drovers Way and

Russell Avenue in St Albans city centre. The work
will improve the safety and appearance of the car
parks, and make them easier for drivers to use.

The refurbishment will entail:

• New lighting, and redecoration inside and out
• New ticket machines that allow drivers to pay 

as they return to their cars, rather than having 
to purchase a pay and display ticket in 
advance. This means drivers will no longer 
face penalties for overstaying their time

• 24-hour help points at pay stations

• Big emphasis on safety with marked walkways 
on each floor

• CCTV cameras to improve safety for everyone
• Colour-coded floors to make it easier for 

people to locate their vehicles

Credit card payments for parking will be accepted
by the end of May. Drivers can either pay at the 
barriers by inserting their card in the machine on
entry and exit - or they can take a ticket and pay
on foot by cash or credit card.

The refurbishment - due to finish in October - is 
being carried out by NCP as part of its new 
parking contract with the council.

£2.5m upgrade of car parks

Parish News
Harpenden Town Council
The Harpenden Information Point, based 
at the Town Hall, Leyton Road, offers 
many of the services available at the 
district council’s Customer Service 
Centre. We can help with housing queries
and benefit applications, and Council Tax
enquiries. Residents can view current 
planning applications for Harpenden, 
Redbourn and Wheathampstead.  
Monday to Fridays 10am-4pm; 
website www.harpenden.gov.uk 

Town clerk: Anita S Pack, 01582 768278

Fresh fare at St Albans Farmers’ Market

What’s on

Customer Service 
Centre opens 

The new Customer Service Centre at the  
offices of St Albans City & District Council

opened last week. 

The entrance hall has been transformed to 
provide a modern, friendly, welcoming 
environment for residents.  Eight customer 
advice desks have been installed, along with a 
reception desk, waiting area and interview rooms. 

Customer advisers are available to deal with 
general enquiries, provide advice on council tax, 
housing and benefits, help residents to view plans 
and take payments by cheque or debit card.

The aim is to provide a more efficient and 
personal service for customers, and to reduce 
waiting times.

To increase the effectiveness of the Customer 
Service Centre we have extended our 
appointments system. You will need an 
appointment (please call 01727 866100) if:

• You require professional planning advice
• You know you have a complex query on 

housing, benefits or other services
• You wish to be seen at a specific time

Contact us
St Albans City & District Council
St Peter’s Street, St Albans, Herts AL1 3JE
Tel: 01727 866100   Fax: 01727 856745 
Website: www.stalbans.gov.uk 
E-mail: feedback@stalbans.gov.uk
Opening hours
Monday-Thursday 8.45am-5.15pm
Friday 8.45am-4.45pm 
Saturday 9.30am-12.30pm 
(except Bank Holiday weekends)

EMERGENCY SERVICE 
(OUTSIDE OFFICE HOURS) 01727 811155
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