
Matter 2 – Housing Growth and the Spatial Strategy  
 
Issue 1 – Housing Requirement 
 
5. Following discussions at the Stage 1 hearing sessions, the Council accepted that the 

annual housing requirement should be applied across the full plan period from April 
2024 to March 2041.  It was also accepted that a recalibration of the stepped 
housing requirement was needed to reflect the most up-to-date position on predicted 
housing delivery and the forward trajectory.  

 
Q1 How should the minimum housing requirement be reflected in the Plan to address 
these soundness matters?  Is there a need for the housing requirement to feature in 
Policies SP1 and SP3? 
 
To assist with the examination hearing sessions, it would be useful for the Council to 
produce a new housing requirement figure and trajectory to replace Table 3.2. 
 

How should the minimum housing requirement be reflected in the Plan to address 
these soundness matters?   

 

1.1 As stated, following discussions with the Planning Inspectorate at the Stage 1 
hearing sessions, the Council has applied the minimum annual housing requirement 
across the updated plan period from 1 April 2024 to 31 March 2041. To address 
these soundness matters, the minimum annual housing requirement of 885 dwellings 
per year (as calculated using the standard method) has been applied across the 
updated plan period of 17 years from 1 April 2024 to 31 March 2041. This results in 
an updated total minimum housing requirement of 15,045 dwellings (previously 
14,603 dwellings over 16.5 years) over the plan period from 1 April 2024 to 31 March 
2041, which has been calculated as set out below: 
 

Total plan period minimum housing requirement = minimum annual housing 

requirement (standard method) × number of years in plan period 
 

Total plan period minimum housing requirement = 885 dwellings × 17 years 
 

Total plan period minimum housing requirement = 15,045 dwellings 
 
1.2 The Council has also accepted that a recalibration of the stepped housing 

requirement was needed to reflect the most up-to-date position on predicted housing 
delivery and the forward trajectory. That recalibration has been undertaken.  
 

1.3 The Council has updated the stepped annual housing requirements to reflect the 
most up-to-date position on predicted housing delivery and the forward trajectory. 
The updated stepped annual housing requirements are set out below:  
 

 Past completions and estimated completions (2024/25 to 2025/26): 300 
dwellings per year 

 Years 1-5 (post adoption) (2026/27 to 2030/31): 630 dwellings per year 



 Years 6-10 (post adoption) (2031/32 to 2035/36): 1,240 dwellings per year 

 Years 11-15 (post adoption) (2036/37 to 2040/41): 1,019 dwellings per year  
 

1.4 The Council has produced an updated housing trajectory to replace the previous 
trajectory in Table 3.2 of the submitted Local Plan, which is set out in Table 1 below. 
An addendum illustrating the estimated annual build out rates of individual sites in 
the trajectory is set out at Matter 2 Issue 1 Question 1 - Appendix 1. 
 

1.5 In updating the housing trajectory the Council has become aware of an issue that it 
has addressed in a short paper entitled “Housing Trajectory – Amended Housing 

Requirement Pre-adoption” at Matter 2 Issue 1 Question 1 - Appendix 2. 
 
1.6 N.B. The updated trajectory is set out as a proposed main modification in 

SADC/ED85A and SADC/ED85C. 
 

 

  



Table 1: Updated Local Plan Housing Trajectory 

 

 

  



Is there a need for the housing requirement to feature in Policies SP1 and SP3? 
 
1.7 Yes, the Council considers that there is a need for the updated housing requirement 

to feature in Policies SP1 and SP3, to reflect the updated position set out above.  
 

1.8 The updated wording for Policies SP1 and SP3 is set out as proposed Main 
Modifications in SADC/ED85A and SADC/ED85C. 
 

 


