
The Council’s Decision-Making Performance 

 

1. The Statistical Information Report for Planning (Development Management) Committee on 

17th October is attached as Appendix 1 (3 parts). The Report is headed: 

 

“Statistical Information Reported as per DoE Circular 22/80 - Development Management Policy 

and Practice” 

 

However, any reassurance the Councillors and public may feel as a result of the Report and its 

references to Government publications and “government and Council targets” is misplaced. 

 

2. This is because the DoE Circular 22/80 only applies in Wales. In England, it was replaced in 

2014 by the Planning Practice Guidance. Please see Appendix 2, titled: “List of guidance 

documents cancelled by the planning practice guidance suite”1 Third on the list, under Existing 

Guidance Documents, is: “Circular 22/80 - Development Control Policy and Practice (1980)”. 

Under Future Status, the List confirms: “To be cancelled for England (retained for Wales) when 

Planning Practice Guidance Suite launched”. 

 

3. The Planning Practice Guidance was launched in March 2014, with updates since. Appendix 3 

sets out how the Government actually measures performance. This approach separates Major 

applications from Non-Major applications and, for each, distinguishes between the speed of 

decision-making and its quality. 

 

4. For the purposes of this document, please see the section on quality of decision-making, i.e. 

“… the quality of decisions made by local planning authorities for applications for major and 

non-major development, measured by the proportion of decisions on applications that are 

subsequently overturned at appeal (including those arising from a ‘deemed refusal’ where an 

application has not been determined within the statutory period)” 

 

5. The PPG Guidance refers to Section 62a and 62b of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 

(as amended), and makes clear that the Secretary of State may “… designate local planning 

authorities that “are not adequately performing their function of determining applications”, 

when assessed against published criteria.” 

 

6. That “published criteria” is set out in: “Improving planning performance – Criteria for 

designation (updated December 2020)”2. The relevant extract of which is attached as 

Appendix 4. Paragraphs 18-21 set out how the Quality of Decisions is measured. In summary, 

this measures how many Major and Non-major decisions made in a 2-year period are 

subsequently overtured at Appeal. If more than 10 percent of decisions are overturned, the 

SoS is able to place the LPA into Special Measures. 

 

7. As can be seen in an extract from the Agenda for its meeting on 17th November 2022 

(Appendix 5), the wrong information is reported to the Policy Committee, which is explicitly 

responsible for, amongst other things, “Performance Reporting”. 

 
 
1 Local_Planning_WMS_Deposited_paper.pdf (publishing.service.gov.uk) 
2 The Criteria was updated again in October 2022. However, as this occurred after the Agenda for the 17th October meeting was published 
then, unlike the Dec. 2020 update, the Council couldn’t have been expected to have applied it. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/287414/Local_Planning_WMS_Deposited_paper.pdf?msclkid=91fa56febef611ecbd5f5de861c3b44f


 

Conclusion 

 

8. Councillors have been, and are being, misled by the Officers’ reliance on invalid evidence and 

inaccurate data in respect of its decision-making. It is reasonable to conclude that the main 

cause for the Council’s poor performance is unsustainable Recommendations to Refuse. There 

is no reasonable explanation for why it’s still using performance measures that were revoked 

in England 8 years ago. 
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