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1.01 At the CMC the Inspector requested that all parties should be involved in the 

preparation of the Statements of Common Ground (SoCG). Colney Heath Parish 

Council (CHPC) was not consulted in any of the discussions relating to the SoCGs; 

this includes the Heritage SoCG. 

1.02 In the Heritage SoCG, Andrew Josephs on behalf of the appellant states with regard 

to Apsley Cottage (List ID 1172854): 

‘The Appeal Site will have formed the rear, agricultural setting of the house since it 

was constructed, although there is no evidence that the house had an agricultural 

function. The Appeal Site did not form part of the House’s landholding.’ 

1.03 With regard to 94 High Street, Andrew Josephs on behalf of the appellant states:  

‘The Appeal Site will have formed the rear, agricultural setting of the house since it 

 was constructed, although there is no evidence that the house had an agricultural 

 function. The Appeal Site did not form part of the House’s landholding’. 

1.04 The appellant’s statement is simply not evidenced in any way, and CHPC believes 

that there is a strong connection between both Apsley Cottage and 94 High Street 

and their agricultural setting.  (N.B. As indicated in the CHPC Heritage PoE, 94 High 

Street was previously two separate cottages). The census records set out below 

confirm that Apsley Cottage was in fact occupied by farm labourers and their families, 

including the Franklin family. It is important to note that the application site and the 

bulk of the land to the north-east of the site are still owned and farmed by the same 

family. 

1.05 The 1861 census records John Franklin and his family living at Apsley Cottage and 

that he was an agricultural labourer. 

1.06 The 1871 census records William Swain, aged 34, and his wife Harriet living at 94 

 High Street; Harriet was later to marry Philip Franklin. 

1.07 The 1881 and 1891 censuses record Philip and his family living in Apsley Cottage. In 

the 1881 census Philip was recorded as a farm labourer and his wife (Harriet) as a 

worker in the fields. 

 

Franklin family tree – key sections only 
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The census records confirm strong links to agricultural employment for these listed 

buildings. 

1.08 Conclusion 

The listed buildings in the High Street, Colney Heath, are Mole End (No. 94), Apsley 

Cottage and the Crooked Billet. All had significant links to the surrounding land and 

this land forms an important part of the history and setting of these Grade 2 listed 

buildings. The  strongest link is to the Franklin family whose direct descendants still 

own and farm the application site and the adjoining land. 

1.09 Residents living in the listed buildings in the High Street, Colney Heath near 

the Crooked Billet 

Background 

The 1861-1901 censuses give us an indication of people living in or near the 

Crooked Billet, but as normal in these early census returns, the house names or 

numbers were not always recorded. In fact, it is quite possible that many houses did 

not have numbers or names until much later. From the census returns it is possible to 

work out the direction of the travel the enumerator took, and this is as set out below. 

Please note that some of the intermediate dwellings have been omitted. 

1.10 In the 1891 and 1901 censuses the number of rooms in a dwelling was recorded if 

 less than 5. It was not until the 1911 census that all dwellings had the number of 

 rooms recorded, with some rooms excluded from the count. 

1.11 Crooked Billet 

James Constable, born c1838, died 14th October 1887 at the Crooked Billet; coal 

 dealer and beer house keeper. Son of William Constable of North Mimms. 

Married Sarah Hill, 8th August 1867 at St Mark’s, Colney Heath 

1.12 Apsley Cottage 

Philip Franklin, born c1821, son of John Franklin, a labourer.  

 Married Sarah Turner, 22/05/1843 at North Mimms 

  No children found on record of baptisms on Findmypast or BMD index 

 Married Margaret Hill, 22/05/1848 at St Mark’s, Colney Heath 

Margaret, born 1851, recorded on BMD index for St Albans 1851 July-

September. Mother listed as ‘Hall’ – a recording error?  

Philip, born c1854, no baptism or BMD index record found                           

Ann, born c1857 

 Married Harriet Swain (widow) 19/08/1872 at St Mark’s Colney Heath 

1.13 John Franklin, born c1830, son of John Franklin, a labourer 

 Married Mary Ann Fensom of Ridge on 2/11/1853 at St Peters St Albans 

  Benjamin, born 5/11/1855 in Colney Heath 
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Married Emma Eames on 25/12/1875 at Colney Heath  

    Elizabeth, bap. 31/12/1876 in Colney Heath 

    Alfred, bap. 29/8/1878 in Colney Heath 

    Benjamin, bap 17/7/1880 in Colney Heath 

    Edith bap, 26/8/1882 in Colney Heath 

    John, born 26/2/1885, bap. 5/4/1885 in Colney Heath 

George born 16/1/1858 in Colney Heath 

Emily born 24/4/1860 in Colney Heath 

Eliza born 31/11/1862 in Colney Heath 

All baptism records of John’s children confirm he was a labourer. 

1.14 Census data analysis  

An historic map of Colney Heath confirms the limited number of dwellings in the High 

Street (1888-1913). 
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1861 Census 

Ref Named dwelling Head of household Occupation 

4 The Parsonage William Roche Curate 

15  William Gray Agricultural labourer 

16  William Littlechild aged 38 
Jane () aged 18 
Eva aged 6months 

Farmer (no farm) 
Farmers wife 

17  John Franklin aged 31 
Mary Ann () aged 28 
George aged 3 

Agricultural labourer 

18  John Willson aged 30 
Emily Martha () aged 26 
Robert David Service (s/son) 
aged 6 

Carpenter & 
publican 

19 Colney Heath School William Gray 
Sarah () 

School master 
School mistress 

20  Thomas Dickinson Shoemaker 

21  John Henry Agricultural labourer 

Ref. 18 is considered to be the Crooked Billet, therefore ref. 17 is Apsley Cottage and refs.16 

and 15 refer to 94 High Street. 

 

1871 census 

Ref Named dwelling Head of household Occupation 

70 Vicarage William Roche aged 63 
Catherine () aged 58 

Rector of Colney 
Heath 

78  James Allen 
Hannah 

Agricultural labourer 
Hat maker 

79  David Hill Agricultural labourer 

80  William Swain aged 34 
Harriet () aged 40 
Mary (sister) aged 23 

Labourer 

81  James Mills aged 34 
Mary Ann 

Farm labourer 
Hat maker 

82 Crooked Billet James Constable aged 33 
Sarah aged 34 
Annie aged 7 months 
Eliza Hill 

Publican 
 
 
Hat maker 

83  James Scott Coal carter’s 
labourer 

84 School House David Dickinson School master 

Ref.82 is the Crooked Billet, therefore it is considered that ref. 81 is Apsley Cottage and refs. 

80 and 79 refer to 94 High Street. 

 

1881 census 

Ref Named dwelling Head of Household Occupation 

45 The rectory William Bailey Rector of Colney 
Heath 

57  James Littlechild 
Emma 
David 

Farm labourer 
 
Farm labourer 
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58  James 
Lucy 
Edward 
Alfred 

Farm labourer 
 
Farm labourer 
Farm labourer 

59  Philip Franklin 
Harriet Franklin 
Alfred Lawrence (lodger) 

Farm labourer 
Worker in fields 
Gardener 

60 Crooked Billet James Constable 
Sarah 
Annie 
Sarah Smith (W) 

Coal dealer 
 
Scholar 

61  Leah Taylor 
Frances Dickinson aged 14 

Needlewoman 
Needlewoman 

62  James Farm labourer 

63  William Payne aged 43 
Mary () aged 41 
Joseph aged 15 
Arthur aged 13 

Farm labourer 
 
Farm labourer 
scholar 

    

74 The Cock Thomas Baker aged 41 
Sarah () aged 43 

Publican 

Ref. 60 is the Crooked Billet, therefore it is considered that ref. 59 is Apsley Cottage and 

refs. 58 and 57 refer to 94 High Street. 

 

1891 census  

Ref Named dwelling Head of household Occupation rooms 

71 The Rectory William Bailey Rector of Colney 
Heath 

 

64  James Swain 
Lucy Ann 

Agricultural labourer 4 

63  William Pollard 
Sophia 

Blacksmith ++ 

62  Emma Frances (single 
woman) aged 27 

 4 

61  Philip Franklin 
Harriet Franklin 
Annie Franklin, 
granddaughter 

Parish ----- ( E ) 4 

60 Crooked Billet Sarah Constable 
Annie Page nee’ Constable 
Joseph Page 

Publican 
 
Cattle dealer 

++ 

59  Samuel Hay dealer  

58  William Payne 
Mary () 
Joseph 
Arthur 

Agricultural labourer  
 
Agricultural labourer 
Agricultural labourer 

 

57     

56     

Ref.60 is the Crooked Billet, therefore it is considered that ref. 61 is Apsley Cottage and refs. 

62 and 63 refer to 94 High Street. 
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1901 census  

Ref Named dwelling Head of Household Occupation Rooms 

80 The Rectory  Rector  

71  Thomas Littlechild 
Emma 
Walter 
Arthur 

Cowman 
 
Navy 
Farm labourer 

 

70  James Swain 
Lucy 
Susan 

Hay binder 
 

 

69  James Horney 
Annie 
James 
Bertie 

Gardener 
 
Chalk digger 
Hay binder 

 

68 Crooked Billet Sarah Constable 
Elizabeth Hill 
Arthur Pigney 

Publican 
 
Hay carter 

++ 

67 School House John R Markham 
Mary 

School teacher 
 

++ 

66  William Payne 
Mary 

Farm labourer 
 

++ 

65  William G Payne Bricklayer labourer 4 

Ref.68 is the Crooked Billet, therefore it is considered that ref.69 in Apsley Cottage and refs. 

70 and 71 refer to 94 High Street. 
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1871 census 
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1881 census 
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1891 census 
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1901 census 

 


